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The Bloody Code – Crimes 
& Punishments

The 'Bloody Code' was the name 
given to the English legal system 
from the late 17th century to the 
early 19th century. It was known as 
the 'Bloody Code' because of the 
huge numbers of crimes for which 
the death penalty could be imposed. 
If you look at the statute books for 
the 18th century it would seem as if 
every crime was punishable by 
death, even those which we would 
consider to be very minor or trivial 
today.

No of crimes carrying the death 
penalty
In 1688 50
In 1765 160
In 1815 225

It was thought that people might not 
commit crimes if they knew that 
they could be sentenced to death. 
This was also the reason why 
executions were public spectacles 
until the 1860s.

An engraving by William Heath 
depicting the artist's view of system

Some of the crimes that that 
carried a death sentenced in 
England

Murder
Treason
Stealing From A Shipwreck
Damaging Westminster Bridge
Stealing Goods Valued At Five 
Shillings (25p) Or More
Highway Robbery
Stealing Letters
Poaching
Blacking Yourself Up At Night
Impersonating A Chelsea 
Pensioner
Cutting Down Young Trees
Begging Without A Licence If 
You Are A Soldier Or Sailor
Being In The Company Of 
Gypsies For A Month
"Strong Evidence Of Malice" In 
Children 7-14 Years Old
Stealing Horses Or Sheep
Writing A Threatening Letter
Arson
Destroying Turnpike Roads
Unmarried Mother Concealing A 
Stillborn Child
Stealing From A Rabbit Warren
Robbery In Dwelling House
Housebreaking 
High Treason Coining 
Stealing In A Shop 
Privately Stealing From A Person 
(Pick Pocketing) 
Returning From Transportation
Sacrilege

Some of the crimes that that 
carried a death sentenced in 
America

High Treason 
Petty Treason
Murder By Poisoning
Assault In Sudden Anger
Blasphemy
Counterfeiting
Idolatry
Murder
Rebellion
Robbery Of A Church
Witchcraft 
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Important information
Victorian Police’s  –
Re-enactors Guide Booklet
http://www.police.vic.gov.au/retrieveme
dia.asp?media_id=36984&status=active

UP COMING EVENTS

In 2009

September
Southern Cross Free Trappers 
Camp at Beaver Creek 
19th /20th thru to 26th /27th Sept 
Contact :  John Fowler
Ph: 03 5753 4455
Email: chookster@vfowler.com
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Fifteen feet high, this pillory and 
post—from seventeenth-century 

England and in the Colonial 
Williamsburg collections—held the 
offender by the neck and hands

Crowds loved a good ear nailing or 
whipping - Colonial Williamsburg

Web Ref: 
The Bloody Code
http://www.dur.ac.uk/4schools/Crime/Bl
oodycode.htm

Colonial Crimes and Punishments
http://www.history.org/history/teaching/
enewsletter/volume3/images/ColonialCr
imes.pdf

1782 Crimes and Punishments
http://www.history.org/history/teaching/
enewsletter/volume3/images/1782Crime
s.pdf

A Pocket-size Musket 
Cleaning Kit.

A Pocket-size Musket 
Cleaning Kit.

Build this handy little cleaning kit --
it contains everything you need to 
clean your musket

Throw away that farby plastic 
tackle box! 

Retire your take-apart aluminum 
cleaning rod! Leave your silicone
spray at home! You have no use for 
them anymore! This handy little 
device is perfect for servicing your 
musket when "on campaign". It 
contains everything you need for 
cleaning your gun, yet it easily fits in 
your pocket, knapsack, cartridge 
pouch, or hunting bag. 

This kit is not documentable, but is 
comprised of authentic gun cleaning 
parts and completely comprised of 
period-available materials

First off, a word about musket 
cleaning: Dozens of articles have 
been written about the "easiest" way 
to clean a musket. Face it folks, there 
IS no easy way to clean a musket! 
All the solvents, special brushes, and 
fancy gun oils in the world don't 
make it any easier, and I have 
resigned myself to the fact that the 
only way to do a good job is to do it 
just like "they" did

"To clean the Barrel. After every 
firing day the barrel is to be washed, 
by taking it out of the stock, and 
putting the breech into water, 
leaving the touch-hole open; then 
with an iron ramrod and worm, with 
a piece of toe [sic] or rag, draw up 
and down the barrel till it becomes 
quite clean; when dry, rub it with 
another piece of rag, and the outside 
of the barrel with buff leather. The 
lock need not be taken to pieces, but 
when necessity requires it, and that 
is, when the trigger or hammer goes 
stiff or unpleasant." 1

Some of the crimes that that 
carried a death sentenced in 
America cont.

Denying God
Killing Chickens
Spying
Stealing Grapes
Striking One’s Mother or Father
Hog Theft - For 3rd Offence

Other Crimes & punishments 
you could receive in Colonial 
America

Forgery, Manslaughter, Theft -
branding - “F” for forgery, an “M” 
for manslaughter, or a “T” for theft

Hog Theft - first offense: 25 lashes 
and a fine of 400 pounds of 
tobacco (39 lashes for a Native 
American or mulatto) second 
offense: time in the pillory, ear 
nailing &  third offense: death 
(usually by hanging)

Perjury - ear nailing, whipping

Baking Bad Bread, Brawling, 
Slander - ducking stool

Arson, Cheating, Conjuring, 
Drunkenness, Fortune-Telling, 
Gaming, Impudence, Libel, Lying, 
Slander, Threatening, Wife-
Beating - time in the pillory

A seventeenth-century English 
ducking stool, in the Colonial 

Williamsburg collections, would be 
swung out at the end of beams over a 

river or pond. Some dunked died. -
CWF Collection
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If you choose not to pull the barrel 
each time you clean, an adequate job 
can be done by simply plugging the 
touch-hole. Make a vent-hole plug 
by putting a piece of 1/8" dowel in a 
pencil sharpener to put a taper on it, 
then cut it off at about 1/2" or 3/4" 
long. You might as well make a 
bunch of these, as you will loose or 
break plenty of them over the course 
of a season.

A piece of buff leather works well 
for polishing out any light rust. For 
"fuzzier" rust, scrubbing the affected 
area with a section of dry twig will 
usually take care of it. Wood ash 
from your firepit on a dampened 
patch also makes a great metal 
polish. 

For the final rustproofing stage, a 
single grease-soaked patch is all you 
need in your kit, but you may want 
to pack a small container for your oil 
or grease. 5                                                       
A 1-1/2" diameter, #11 percussion 
cap tin with the paint burned off 
makes an excellent grease tin. These 
are only about $3.50 full of caps, and 
if you don't shoot percussion I'm 
sure you could make your hunting 
buddy's day by giving him the caps 6                                                       

As previously stated, all of these 
cleaning supplies fit neatly inside the 
tea tin: The grease tin fits diagonally 
across the tin, forming two triangular 
compartments. The pump goes in 
one compartment, the worm in the 
other, and everything else tucks in 
around them. The only other items 
you might want along are a small 
hammer or a pliers to assist in 
pulling the barrel pins (unless you 
opt to plug the vent instead). 

With this cleaning set, you'll have 
more room in your kit for other stuff 
and you will no longer need to hide 
in the back of camp to clean your 
musket!

NOTES:

1) Simes, Thomas, A Military 
Course for the Government and 
Conduct of a Battalion, London, 
1777, page 216. A tin kettle or a 
large tin cup is just big enough to 
immerse the breech. Don't worry too 
much about the barrel pins becoming 
loose from repeatedly removing the 
barrel. Use the correct tools and a 
little care and it won't be a problem

2) If you can't find one of these tea 
tins, make a small (about 2-1/2" 
wide X 3" tall) deer or elk-skin bag 
with a drawstring top. 

3) If you have trouble finding these 
parts, try contacting Green River

4) The term "tow" most often refers 
to the coarse, fibrous by-product of
the linen-making process. It can also 
refer to a crude fabric woven from 
this leftover fiber, i.e. tow linen or 
tow cloth. (Oxford English 
Dictionary). 

5) Use a good penetrating oil.          
WD-40 is NOT a good oil to use on 
firearms -- it is not designed to 
penetrate and in fact evaporates in a 
short period of time leaving your 
firearm unprotected and vulnerable 
to rust! 

6) Gun grease can often be found in 
small tins at Army Surplus stores. 
Beef tallow (available at your 
butcher shop) is probably the most 
authentic rust preventative, and this 
or any other natural lubricant (like 
Thompson Center's Natural Lube 
1000 Plus Bore Butter), will 
eventually "season" the bore --
making your gun easier to clean in 
the future!

From the NWTA Courier 
http://www.nwta.com/couriers/11-
96/clean.html

A Pocket-size Musket 
Cleaning Kit cont.

Now, on to the matter at hand.

The first thing you will need is one 
of those small, square tea tins 
usually available around this time of 
the year. Dump the tea into another 
container and burn off the brightly-
colored lacquer coating. Use some 
superfine steel wool and lightly buff 
the tin to a smooth finish,  paying 
special attention that the outer rim 
and inside of the lid are smooth and 
free of debris. 

Believe it or not, everything you 
need to clean your musket in the 
field can be fit into this container 2. 
Your cleaning supplies will consist 
of a worm and a "pump" (optional) 
threaded to fit your ramrod. These 
can be had for $5.00 or $10.00 each 
from several sources.                                 

The worm-and-tow arrangement 
described by Simes creates enough 
of a vacuum to pull water through 
the touch-hole up into the bore, but a 
brass pump is easier to use and saves 
you quite a few patches.                               
For drying-out and greasing the 
bore, cut some 2 X 2 inch patches 
out of old canvas, scraps of linen, or 
heavy cotton. Again, you can also 
use the raw tow if you prefer. 4

To remove the barrel, you will 
need a pin-punch (unless you shoot a 
Charleville or Spanish musket, in 
which case your task is much easier). 
I don't recommend using the pin-
punch on your three-pronged musket 
tool -- most are the wrong shape and 
will soon work the pin-holes in your 
stock too large. It is better to buy a 
machinist's pin punch of the correct 
size (Davies 1/16" or 3/32") at a 
hardware store. You'll probably need 
to grind it down a bit (from the back-
side) so it will fit inside your tin. 


